Developing consumer-relevant hair testing methodologies for human hair
This PhD project is a collaboration between London College of Fashion, University of the Arts London (UAL) and Unilever Beauty and Wellbeing.
Project overview
Cosmetic products play an increasingly important role in beauty, self-expression and wellbeing, highlighting the need for innovations that are both scientifically robust and consumer relevant. As global human hair diversity increases, new hair study methodologies are needed to better reflect the hair’s inherent characteristics and properties as well as people’s needs and behaviours related to their hair.  This project will integrate fundamental hair science with applied formulation development and consumer insights to generate interdisciplinary research methodologies for hair testing and support innovation in hair science. 

Project aims 
· develop and validate scientific methodologies for assessing human hair in relation to consumer-relevant benefits of cosmetic products.
· identify suitable ingredients and apply such methodologies to prototype screening and assessment. 
· generate additional research ideas within the scope of the study.
Industry collaborator
This PhD project will be delivered in collaboration with the industry partner Unilever Beauty and Wellbeing. It is a fully funded four-year studentship open to both UK and international students. It covers UAL PhD home tuition fees (international students will be required to self-fund the difference between the home and international fee), an annual stipend of £22,780 and makes a contribution towards travel and other research-related costs. The industry partner will also provide additional training and research opportunities. 
Supervision
The PhD student will benefit from a supervisory team composed of UAL and industry experts in hair science and innovation, and cosmetic technology more broadly: Prof Danka Tamburic (UAL), Gabriela Daniels (UAL) and Dr Ian Smith (Unilever). 

What candidate will be suitable for this project?
We are seeking to recruit a candidate with a background in chemistry or biosciences who has an interest and some experience in the field of cosmetics or related area of research. Statistical competence and appreciation for the role of human-centred research and design methodologies will be highly advantageous. 
Application timeline
Application deadline: 13 October 2025
Interviews: Late October/early November
Offers: November
Student enrols with UAL: 6 January 2026
Application process
Applicants for this studentship should carefully read the project brief and selection criteria above. In selecting applicants, the panel will be looking for evidence of skills and experience that align with the themes and concerns outlined.
All applications must be submitted by 13 October 2025.
Applications should include:
· completed UAL online PhD Application submitted to London College of Fashion via the link below

London College of Fashion Full time

· project title quoted
· personal statement outlining your skills, experience and interests relevant to the project (up to one side of A4)
· project proposal (max 1000 words) addressing:
· your focus in relation to the research questions
· research context and relationship to existing scholarship
· methodologies/methods
· the contribution your research will make to your discipline and area of  study
· short bibliography of any sources/publications you refer to in your proposal (a full bibliography of works to be consulted in the course of the proposed PhD is not required)
· CV to be uploaded to the UAL online application system.
Interview
Applications selected for interview will be considered by a panel convened by UAL. The selected applicant will be offered a place at UAL. 
The offer will include full supervision, mentoring and support from UALfor the duration of studies.
We aim to recruit from diverse backgrounds, including race, disability, age, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion and belief.
Further information
Queries regarding this studentship: researchdegrees@arts.ac.uk
