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AHRC Collaborative Doctoral Partnership (CDP) studentship – Fashioning Black Identities in Early Modern Britain
Start date: 1st October 2023
Application Deadline: midnight 14 June 2023
Interviews will take place week commencing 3 July 2023
Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts, London and the Victoria and Albert Museum are pleased to announce the availability of a fully funded Collaborative Doctoral Studentship from October 2023 under the AHRC’s Collaborative Doctoral Partnership Scheme.
https://ahrc.ukri.org/skills/phdstudents/collaborative-doctoral-partnerships-scheme/This project will be jointly supervised by Professor Alistair O’Neill, Professor of Fashion History and Theory at Central Saint Martins, Dr Susan North, Curator of Textiles and Fashion, V&A, Dr Tanveer Ahmed, Senior Lecturer in Fashion and Race at Central Saint Martins and Dr Christine Checinska,  Senior Curator, Africa and Diaspora: Textiles and Fashion and the student will be expected to spend time at both Central Saint Martins and the V&A, as well as becoming part of the wider cohort of CDP funded students across the UK. The studentship can be studied either full or part-time.
We encourage the widest range of potential students to apply for this CDP studentship. We particularly welcome applications from Black, Asian, Minority, Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds as they are currently underrepresented at this level and in this area. Students should have a Masters Degree in a relevant subject or can demonstrate equivalent experience in a professional setting. 
Project Overview 
This CDP will examine the lives of early modern Black Britons, free and enslaved, through the lens of histories of dress and personal appearance to reveal aspects of their social status and identities that to date have remained hidden. Analysing the clothing they are shown wearing in portraiture and genre scenes, and the garments they are described wearing in probate inventories, household accounts and personal narratives sheds new light on how they saw themselves and how they were seen by early modern British society. Research will explore how they dressed their hair, to signify conformity or individuality, in an age when hairstyles were awkward and artificial for all Britons. The perspective of ‘sartorial biography’ will narrate the experience of those enslaved from their dress as free Africans through slavery, and for a fortunate few, to a very different form of freedom in Britain. The influence of African dress and aesthetics on early modern British society will be examined.
Research questions include:
· What clothing did Black Britons wear through their lives and how did it signify their social status and occupations?
· What agency did Black Britons have in choosing their dress and fashioning their appearance and how did it reflect personal style and taste?
· How did early modern Black British people style their hair and how does this reflect their occupation, wealth, social status and personal identity?
· How do the clothing and hairstyles they might have worn over a lifetime reflect their life stories?
· Did Black Britons who were born in Africa retain or recover African garments, hairstyles or aesthetics of pattern and colour?
· What degree of creolisation of dress and appearance were passed onto to Black people born in Britain and those of mixed race?
Details of Award
CDP doctoral training grants fund full-time studentships for 45 months (3.75 years) or part-time equivalent. The studentship has the possibility of being extended for an additional 3 months to provide professional development opportunities, or up to 3 months of funding may be used to pay for the costs the student might incur in taking up professional development opportunities.  
The project can be undertaken on a full-time or part-time basis.     
The award pays tuition fees up to the value of the full-time home fee. Students with an ‘overseas’ fee status are welcome to apply but will need to cover the difference between the UK and overseas fees rate (2024 home rate £6,000/overseas £22,780) and will be required to reside in the UK until completion of the PhD.
The award pays full maintenance for all students both home and international students. The National Minimum Doctoral Stipend for 2022/23 is £20,218, which includes a CDP maintenance payment of £550/year and a London-based uplift of £2000 (please note the exact stipend for 2023/24 has not been confirmed yet, but this will either be the same or greater than the 2022/23 stipend). Additionally, up to £1000 can be claimed from the V&A for travel and research expenses during the studentship and the student will be eligible to apply to the UAL student support fund for research costs of up £500 per year and to a UAL student conference fund of up to £1000 over their period of study.
Further details can be found on the UKRI website: https://www.ukri.org/skills/funding-for-research-training/.
Eligibility
· This studentship is open to both Home and International applicants.  (Please see above for detail of tuition fees)

· To be classed as a home student, candidates must meet the following criteria: 
· Be a UK National (meeting residency requirements), or
· Have settled status, or 
· Have pre-settled status (meeting residency requirements), or
· Have indefinite leave to remain or enter

Further guidance can be found here -  https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/UKRI-030221-Guidance-International-Eligibility-Implementation-training-grant-holders-V2.pdf

· We want to encourage the widest range of potential students to study for a CDP studentship and are committed to welcoming students from different backgrounds to apply. We particularly welcome applications from Black, Asian, Minority, Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds as they are currently underrepresented at this level in this area. 

· Applicants should ideally have or expect to receive a relevant Masters-level qualification or be able to demonstrate equivalent experience in a professional setting. Suitable disciplines are flexible, but might include Archaeology, Anthropology, Art History, Design History, History, Sociology, Material and Visual Culture, Fashion Design, Black Studies.

· Applicants must be able to demonstrate an interest in the museum sector and potential and enthusiasm for developing skills more widely in related areas.

· As a collaborative award, students will be expected to spend time at both the University and the V&A.
NB. All applicants must meet UKRI terms and conditions for funding. See: 
https://www.ukri.org/funding/information-for-award-holders/grant-terms-and-conditions/
Application Process 

Applicants for this Studentship should first read the project description and selection criteria in this Information Document.  In selecting applicants, the panel will be looking for skills and experience that directly address the themes and concerns outlined. 

All applications for this studentship must be received by UAL by midnight on 14 June 2023
Applications should include the below: 
· Applicants should submit a statement of up to 1,000 words demonstrating how they will explore the research questions and what they will bring to the project, how it fits with their skills, previous experience and interests instead of a research proposal. 
CV to be uploaded to the UAL online application system
Completed UAL online PhD Application submitted to Central Saint Martins via the relevant link below:  
· Central Saint Martins - Full time 
· Central Saint Martins - part time 

Interview 

Applications will be selected for interview by a panel with members from UAL and the V&A and the selected applicant will be offered a place at UAL. Interviews will take place online via Teams

Applicants who self-identify as a member of an under represented group at doctoral level are invited to request mentoring before the interview. If you self-identify as a member of one of the groups below and would like to have a mentoring session prior to interview please indicate this in the personal statement section of the online application.

Black, Asian, Minority, Ethnic  
Have previously been in care for more than 13 weeks (spanning your 16th birthday);
The offer will include full supervision, mentoring and support from UAL and the V&A  for the duration of studies.
The successful candidate will be eligible to participate in CDP Cohort Development events.
Questions about this Collaborative Doctoral Partnership Award:  researchdegrees@arts.ac.uk 
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